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English summary — Remediation triage

All 16 licensing conditions took effect for every money-lender licence on 1 Aug 2026 (new/renewals from 5
May); the Government's 1 Aug press release confirms there is no grace period. Breach of any condition
contravenes the Money Lenders Ordinance: max fine HK$100,000 + 2 years' imprisonment, plus
revocation/renewal-objection risk. The three big changes: (1) DSR cap for borrowers earning
<HK$12,000/month — 35% (<6,000) or 40% (6,001-12,000), counting all unsecured monthly obligations
across all financial institutions including the loan applied for, verified by CDS report or a self-declaration
attached to the agreement (files 03-04); (2) referee ban — no requesting/obtaining referee info, and legacy
referee data must be quarantined, never used or contacted (file 06); (3) revised ad rules — warning statement
(currently MB%E : EREEIR , BKEEF L /"Warning: You have to repay your loans. Don't pay any
intermediaries.", swappable by the Registrar at any time) + hotline + format specs + a misleading-claims
blacklist (file 05). Also: pre-contract explanation needs written/video/audio records — a signed
acknowledgement alone is expressly insufficient (para 36). Run the 30-minute self-audit above (docs / ads /
process); every "no" maps to the file that fixes it. Enforcement is active: 2,340 inspections in 5 years, 51
thematic inspections in 2025, and a live ad sweep (199 ads — 20 rectification orders).

] Templates and checklists only — not legal advice; never advice on whether to grant a specific loan.
Condition numbering may vary between individual licences (the CR guideline itself warns this); this pack keys
to condition substance. Where the Registrar's or Police's view is needed, we say so — ask them directly.
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